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Demand For Family Endowment In 
Australia 
T its annual conference in Melbourne 
in April, the Victoria Labor Party, 
adopted a report recommending that as a 
first installment of complete national 
family endowment, a Labor Government 
on attaining office should establish a 
weekly state payment of five shillings to 
each child from birth until school-leaving 
age. Full state maintenance of illegiti- 
mate children and children of widows and 
deserted wives was part of the proposal. 
The financial aspect of the scheme was 
referred back to the Party’s Federal 
Executive. 


Japanese Women Seek Vote 
HE Woman’s Federation of Tokio, 
Japan, recently held a convention, at 
which forty-four women’s organizations 
were represented. At the convention Mrs. 
Kodama, a suffrage leader in Japan, said: 


“The time has long passed when 
Japanese women are seeking suffrage 
merely on the plea of principles im- 
ported from Europe and America. 
The Japanese women are now de- 
manding suffrage out of the bitter ex- 
periences of injustice they are suffer- 
ing, socially and otherwise.” 


It was decided at the conference to pre- 
sent a suffrage bill and a bill permitting 
women to be admitted to the bar at the 
next session of Parliament. 


Madras University Elects Woman 

HE University of Madras, India, states 

Stri-Dharma, the Indian feminist pa- 
per, recently elected its first woman board 
member. The woman member is 8. Rad- 
habai Zamindarini of Kumaramangalam, 
India. 
New Italian Feminist Organization 

NEW feminist society, to co-ordinate 

feminist activities, has been formed 

in Italy under the name L’Associazione 
Nazionale Femminile Italiana. 


Need Of Women Police 
MEETING was held recently in Lon- 
don, states the Catholic Citizen, un- 
der the auspices of St. Joan’s Social and 
Political Alliance, on the need of more 
women police and of giving them equal 
status with policemen. The speakers 
brought out the point that women police 
should deal with women offenders, both in 
courts and in the cells before trials; that 
they are also needed to travel with women 
offenders when they have to be taken long 
distances; for investigation of cases of 
concealment of birth, etc. It was stated 
that all of these functions were essentially 
women’s work, and that women should 
demand the appointment of more women 
police. 


Feminist Notes 


English Nurses Hold Meeting 

HE dominant note struck at the an- 

nual meeting of the Professional Union 
of Trained Nurses held recently in Lon- 
don was the demand for freedom and self- 
government for nurses, according to the 
April 25 number of the Woman’s Leader, 
the British feminist paper. 


British Women Send Resolutions To 


Government 


RESOLUTION setting forth its de- 
mands with regard to the position of 
women was recently sent to the Labor 
Government of Great Britain by St. Joan’s 
Social and Political Alliance, The resolu- 
tion is as follows: 


“1. Equal Franchise.—St. Joan’s 
S. P. A. calls upon the Government 
to adopt and pass through all its 
stages a bill granting the Parliament- 
ary Franchise to women on the same 
terms as men. 

“2. Solicitation Laws.—St. Joan’s 
S. P. A. calls upon the Government to 
repeal the solicitation laws directed 
solely against alleged ‘common pros- 
titutes,’ under which law thousands of 
women are every year convicted, on 
police evidence only, of soliciting to 
the annoyance of men, whereas it ap- 
pears that in cases of men annoying 
women, the annoyed person must 
come forward to give evidence. 

“3. State Regulation of Vice.—St. 

Joan’s S. P. A. calls upon the Gov- 
ernment to abolish the system of regu- 
lated prostitution or tolerated broth- 
els throughout the Crown Colonies of 
Hong Kong and the Straits Settle- 
ments. 
“4. Venereal Disease.—St. Joan’s 
S. P. A. protests against any system 
of compulsory examination of women 
for venereal disease in any area un- 
der the control of the British Govern- 
ment. It further opposes the intro- 
duction of compulsory notification 
and treatment of venereal disease on 
the ground that it will inevitably tend 
to the introduction of compulsory 
examination and detention of women, 
and will have an adverse effect on the 
present voluntary system of confiden- 
tial treatment. 

“5. Sex Disqualification (Removal) 
Act, 1919.—St. Joan’s 8. P. A. calls 
upon the Government to amend this 
Act so that, in practice, it will ensure 
that a person shall not be disqualified 
by sex or marriage, from the exercise 

of any public function, or from being 

appointed to any civil or judicial of- 
fice or post, or from entering or as- 
suming any civil profession or voca- 
tion, or from admission to any incor- 
porated society (whether incorpo- 
rated by Royal Charter or otherwise), 
and a person shall not be exempted by 
sex from the liability to serve as a 
juror. 

“. Hqual Guardianship.—st. 
Joan’s S. P. A. calls upon the Gov- 
ernment to adopt and pass through 
all its stages the Guardianship of 
Infants’ Bill. 

“7. Separation and Maintenance.— 
St. Joan’s 8. P. A. calls upon the 


Equal Rights 


Government to adopt and pass 
through all its stages the Summary 
Jurisdiction (Separation and Main- 
tenance) Bill. 

“8. Widows’ Pensions.—St. Joan’s 
S. P. A. calls upon the Government 
to introduce an adequate system of 
pensions for widows with dependent 
children. 

“9. Equal Pay.—St. Joan’s S. P. A. 
calls upon the Government to estab- 
lish throughout the Civil Service a 
system of equal pay and equal oppor- 
tunities for men and women. 

“10. Women Police.—St. Joan’s 
S. P. A. calls upon the Government 
to recommend chief constables 
throughout the country, to include 
carefully chosen and highly trained 
policewomen as an integral part of 
their police. | 

“11. Unemployment. — St. Joan’s 
S. P. A. calls upon the Government 
to undertake that any sum of money 
allocated for the training of unem- 
ployed or the provision of relief works 
be divided equally between men and 
women, in proportion to their num- 
bers. 

“12. Divorce.—St. Joan’s 8. P. A. 
protests against any further extension 
of the grounds for divorce. : 

“13. Legitimacy.—St. Joan’s S. 
P. A. calls upon the Government to 
adopt and pass through all its stages 
a bill to legitimatize children on the 
subsequent marriage of their parents. 

“To our program of equality the 
Labour Government is more or less 
pledged: Equal Franchise, Equal 
Guardianship; it stands likewise for 
Widows’ Pensions. We believe these 
reforms are coming near. Elsewhere 
we speak of Equal Franchise. There 
is no opposition to the Summary Jur- 
isdiction (Separation and Mainte- 
nance) Bill, and none of the Legiti- 
macy Bill. The question of State 
Regulation of Vice has become urgent 
on account of conditions in Hong 
Kong, and the demand being made to 
the Colonial Office to reintroduce the 
Contagious Diseases’ Act in Singa- 
pore. At the call of the Association 
for Moral and Social Hygiene all 
Women Societies will, we have no 
doubt, bombard the Colonial Office 
with resolutions of protest. British 
women have made up their mind on 
this point, women of other countries, 
too, as they learn all the horrors of 
this abominable system, are rising in 
arms against it. It is an outrage, and 
its futility in stamping out disease 
has been proved over and over again. 

“We will have none of it. Let the 
British Government understand that! 

J. DE ALBERTI.” 


Eminent Women 

N the National Cyclopedia of American 

Biography, a new edition of which has 
just been issued, appears the biographies 
of approximately 18,000 persons, only 
300 to 500 of whom are women, according 
to a statement by Robert White, one of 
the editors. The period over which the 
biographies extend is from the date of 
America’s first president to the present 
time. 


— 


June 7, 1924 


Preparing For The National Conventions 


National Headquarters of the 
Woman's Party to its state 
branches, urging each State Committee of 
the Woman’s Party to interview all dele- 
gates to the national political conventions 
to ask their support of an Equal Rights 
plank in the national platform. The fol- 
lowing letter has been sent to every state 
chairman of the Woman’s Party: 

“Dear State Chairman: 

“T am writing again to remind you 
of the importance of having every 
delegate from your state to the Na- 
tional Republican, Democratic and 
Farmer-Labor conventions inter- 
viewed in behalf of our Equal Rights 
plank in their national platforms. 

“As we have already written you, 
we are suggesting to each Party the 
inclusion in their platform of the fol- 
lowing plank: 

National. 
Party pledges itself to do every- 
thing in its power to establish 
Equal Rights for men and women 
throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its juris- 
diction, and to this end to give 
its active support to securing the 
adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the National Con- 
stitution, which is now before 
Congress.’ 

“We shall send workers from the 
National Headquarters to each of the 
National Conventions and do our best 
to secure the inclusion of the Equal 
Rights plank. This task will be much 
easier of accomplishment if your com- 
mittee will secure the support for this 
plank of your state delegates to the 
various conventions before they 
leave for the conventions. 

“Earnestly hoping that we may 
have your co-operation in this matter, 

I am, “Sincerely, 

“ALice PAUL, 
“Vice-President.” 

The Ohio state branch of the Woman’s 
Party is in charge of the plans for the 
campaign during the Republican National 
Convention, which opens in Cleveland on 
June 10th. Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont, 
president of the Party; Alice Paul, vice- 
president; Mrs. Lawrence Lewis, member 
of the national council; Maud Younger, 
congressional chairman; Lucy Branham, 
national organizer; Genevieve Allen, na- 
tional organizer, and Mrs. Arthur A. Kel- 
lam, New Mexico state chairman of the 
Woman’s Party, will attend the Republi- 
can Convention at Cleveland, and will 
speak before the Platform Committee, 
when support of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment will be advocated as a plank in the 
Republican platform. 

Janet Hills, national organizer for the 
Woman’s Party, who has been assisting 
the Ohio branch for several months in its 
preparations for the convention, has writ- 
ten to Washington that she is receiving 
a great deal of co-operation from the local 
committee of arrangements for the con- 


vention. 


M ESSAGES are being sent from the 


Announcement of Election 
Conference 


June 1, 1924. 


Dear Members of National and 
Local Committees, Life Members 
and Founders: 

We are writing to inform you 
that, at the request of many who 
desire to be present at our elec- 
tion policy conference next 
August, we are changing the con- 
ference to Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, August 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 
in order that it may come upon a 
week-end. 

This is the first Presidential 
campaign in which women have 
had an opportunity to take a real 
part. With the inspiring example 
before us of what women in other 
countries have done, even to the 
sending of considerable numbers 
of women to their Parliaments, we 
must make the woman’s vote in 
the United States count. How to 
do this in the way that will best 
further the Equal Rights move- 
ment is the problem that we shall 
take up at this conference. 

We hope most earnestly that 
you will attend and help us in 
making our election program. All 
members of the Woman’s Party 
are welcome at the conference, 
but only members of National and 
Local Committees, Life Members 
and Founders are eligible to vote 
upon the election policy. Please 
let us know as soon as possible 
whether you will be present. 

Sincerely, 
ALICE PAUL, 
Vice-President. 


A state convention of the Woman’s 
Party will be held by the Ohio branch on 
June 9th, the day before the Republican 
Convention opens. In the evening a din- 
ner will be given in honor of Mrs. Bel- 
mont, Miss Paul and Miss Younger and 
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the other national visitors at the Cleve- 
land Hotel. Mrs. Valentine Winters of 
Dayton will be toastmistress. 

At the Farmer-Labor Convention, which 
opens June 17th at St. Paul, Minnesota, 
the Woman’s Party will be represented by 
Mabel Vernon, executive secretary of the 
Party, and by Lucy Branham, as well as 
by the officers of the Minnesota branch. 
Plans are now being made for a hearing 
on the inclusion of the Equal Rights plank 
in the Farmer-Labor platform at this con- 
vention. 

Following these two conventions the na- 
tional officers of the Woman’s Party will 
go to the National Democratic Convention, 
which is to be held in New York City. 
There the Woman’s Party activities will 
be under the supervision of Mrs. Clarence 
M. Smith, New York state chairman. 

The New York branch of the Woman’s 
Party has sent out the following letter to 
all Republican delegates from New York 
to the national convention. The letter is 
typical of those sent by the various state 
branches of the Woman’s Party to the 
national delegates to the different con- 
ventions. It reads: 


“To the New York Delegates of the 
National Republican Convention: 


“Seventy-five years have passed 
since the first Equal Rights Conven- 
tion was held in this country, and to- 
day there are still over fifty points at 
which the laws of the various states 
discriminate against women. 

“Believing that a national amend- 
ment would establish the principle of 
Equal Rights permanently in our 
country, Senator Curtis of Kansas 
and Representative Anthony, both Re- 
publicans, have introduced in the Sen- 
ate and House, respectively, at the re- 
quest of the Woman’s Party, the Lu- 
cretia Mott Amendment: ‘Men and 
women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction.’ 

“The Republican Party of this state 
included the following plank in its 
1920 platform: 


„The Republican Party has 
consistently taken the position 
recently approved by the Inter- 
national Suffrage Congress 
against discriminatory legisla- 
tion on account of sex. It be- 
lieves that men and women should 
have equal rights to equal oppor- 
tunity, regardless of sex.’ 


“Governor Miller endorsed the prin- 
ciple of Equal Rights for men and 
women in 1922, and Senator Parton 
Swift, at the recent Republican Con- 
vention held in New York, said: The 
Republican Party has always stood 
for equal opportunity for every indi- 
vidual.’ 

“The Woman’s Party believes that 
progressive Republicans are in favor 
of the principle of Equal Rights for 
men and women, and urges you to use 
every effort to have included in the 
Party platform a plank endorsing 
the Equal Rights Amendment.” 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMEN1 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States 


and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 78. 
1— Joint Resolution Number 75. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 1923, 
by Senator R. Curtis. 
Introduced in the House of Representatives, 

December 18 


by RepassentatTivs D. R. ANTHONY. 


Equal Rights 


Women And The Bonus Bill 


HE Federal Bonus bill, in the form in which it has finally become the law 
of the land, makes no distinction between men and women veterans of the 
World War. 

By the provisions of this law, veterans of the World War, whether men 
or women, are given service credit at the rate of $1.25 for each day of oversea 
service and $1.00 for each day of home service; the amount of credit cannot 
exceed $625 in the case of oversea service nor $500 in case of home service. 
Where the service credit amounts to $50 or less, the veteran will receive pay- 
ment in cash. Where it amounts to more than $50, it will be used as premiums 
on an insurance certificate to be issued to the veteran. 

The women yeomen receive the same consideration as the men yeomen, 
and the women marines the same as the men marines. Moreover, the depend- 
ents of deceased women veterans are accorded the same treatment as the 


_ dependents of deceased men veterans. 


Women veterans of the World War were at first excluded from the pro- 
visions of the bonus bill. Due to protests against this discrimination, the 
measure, after it had passed the House of Representatives, was amended so 
as to include the women veterans on equal terms with the men. In this form 
it passed the Senate and was later agreed to by the House. It was in this 
form, applying alike to men and women, that it was finally passed over the 
President’s veto. 

Whatever one may think of the merits of the bonus—whether an advocate 
or an opponent of it—one must rejoice that the principle of Equal Rights has 
been recognized in the enacting of this legislation. 


Invalids ? 


HEN the arguments against equal industrial rights for women are boiled 
down, they are found to consist of but one thing—the concept of woman 
as a semi-invalid. 

This idea is a permanent and unalterable piece of the mental furniture 
of most men and many women. To them womanhood is something in the nature 
of a disease—a polite, even a useful ailment, but chronic, and permanently to be 
reckoned with. A woman can never get over her womanhood; consequently, 
she needs “protection” that is not requisite for the able-bodied. That is the 


whole case, in a nutshell, for welfare legislation. Maternity, of course, accen- 


tuates the malady, but even in the unmarried it is there, obstinately, per- 
sistently recurring as does the moon at regular intervals. Womanhood is 
regarded as a sort of intermittent malaria, or relapsing typhoid, or chronic 
gall-stones, keeping steadily on in cycles until it is time to buy a coffin. A 
cheerful picture and one which is burned into the minds of great numbers of 
young girls until it is like a brand or a religion. 

But is it a true picture? Does science, observation, experience indicate 
that women are necessarily congenital invalids? Certainly peasant women, 
who live a free life in the open, indicate none of the symptoms of chronic 
illness. Women athletes, women tennis players, women swimmers, women 
trapeze artists regard their natural bodily functions as natural and proceed 
successfully in accordance. 

In no other animal than the unnaturally clothed, unnaturally repressed 
human female does the oestrus cycle parade under the guise of invalidism. 
Nor does a normal function appear as abnormal save in the minds of those 
who have been educated so to regard it. And here it must be remembered that 
the parasitic woman has as her sole justification this concept of her sex as 
semi-pathological. She has no call to do her share of the world’s work because, 
forsooth, she is physically incapacitated. So she puts on high heels and other 
articles of clothing perfectly designed to create and advertise her invalidism, 
and man comes to her aid, poor dear, and accepts her harrowing diagnosis. 

We cannot blame men for believing this myth, for womanhood is so 
frequently exploited at home as a blanket excuse for any shortcomings. Nor 
can we blame women, for too often venereal disease contracted in wedlock 
passes for natural feminine ailments. | 

Already science has done much to dispel the notion of the vast differences 
between the physical and mental potentialities of the two sexes. Good stock, 
hygienic living, exercise, vital interests, opportunity make equally healthy 
human beings, whether they are male or female, and opposite conditions react 
equally unfavorably without regard to the sex of the individual. 

Are women invalids? Ask the man who knows one and then contrast his 
answer with that of an economically independent woman. The result? That 
the latter, not the former, response conforms with the verdict of the ages. 


Equal 
Edith Houghton Hocker. Editor 
Rebecca Hourwic 
| — 
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HE friends of special protective leg- 
Tan applying to women but not 

to men say, The weak sex must be 
protected from being exploited; women's 
health is in danger when they have a week 
of more than 54 hours’ work and when 
they have to work at night; women’s 
health is precious for the nation, because 
women are the mothers of the future gen- 
erations, to whom they should be able to 
transfer as much physical and spiritual 
force as possible.” 


Well, we agree with the last arguments. 
We would like to prevent the actual and 
the future mothers from doing any hard 
work in industry or elsewhere. We would 
like them to be able to cultivate beauty 
and health, both of body and mind, for 
their sake and for the sake of the nation. 
Therefore, we would like to have a new 


How Get Equal Rights 


HE Lucretia Mott Amendment to 

the Federal Constitution, proposed 

by the National Woman’s Party, 
reads: “Men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jur- 
isdiction.” 

One’s first reaction on going over the 
clear and simple phrases of this meas- 
ure is surprise. “I thought the Nineteenth 
Amendment took care of that.” However, 
on studying the subject of the present- 
day capacities and disabilities of women 
under our laws, we find that the latter 
form an astonishingly comprehensive 
class. In the matter of guardianship of 
children and administration of estates, 
the discrimination against women is well- 
nigh universal, and it exists to a very 
large extent in restrictions placed on mar- 
ried women’s contractual rights, and in 
laws of descent and distribution. Then, 
too, there are many declaratory statutes 
that are pure survivals of the old com- 
mon law, as, for instance, in Oklahoma, 
the newest and one of the most progressive 
of the states, the provision that where a 
married woman commits a crime in the 
presence of the husband (other than a few 
specifically enumerated offenses) he shall 
be presumed to have coerced her to the 
act. 

The method of repeal and revision of 
these laws by individual state action is 
not only a long and tedious process, but 
will not in centuries result in anything 
like uniformity of results among the dif- 
ferent states, and any change, even, will 
be difficult to secure until women have a 
much larger proportionate representation 
in our state legislatures than at present. 

At the last regular session of our Okla- 
homa state legislature our Woman's 


Party branch introduced bills as follows: 


By Margarete Stegman, M.D. 


Editor’s Note: Dr. Stegman has just been 
elected a member of the Reichstag, She is a 
graduate in medicine from the University of Zu- 
rich, and at present a prominent practicing physi- 
cian in Dresden- While in Switzerland she helped 
found the woman suffrage movement in that coun- 
try. Later she became a leader in the suffrage 
movement in Germany and was an officer of one 
of the local organizations. She is a member of 
the Upper House of the City Council of Dresden 
and is one of leaders of the Social Democratic 
Party in that city. 


social order permitting and assuring this 


happy life to women, and we recognize it 
to be the duty of every thinking human 
being to work for its coming. 

But as long as we have the social order 
we have, as long as women are objects of 
exploitation, as long as they are put under 
the iron law of the necessity of earning 
their living—we see and recognize only 


By Florence Etheridge Cobb 


Editor’s Note: Mrs. Cobb is Chairman of the 
Oklahoma branch of the Woman’s Party; she is 
a member of the District of Columbia Bar and of 
the Oklahoma Bar, and is at present a practicing 
lawyer in Oklahoma. She was for several years 
United States Probate Attorney and is the only 
woman who has ever been a United States Pro- 
bate Attorney. She was one of the founders of 
the Federal Employees Union and formerly Vice- 
President of the Union. She is at present a 
member of the Chilocco, Oklahoma, Federal Em- 
ployees Union. 


H. B. No. 337, providing that the domicile 
of a married woman be determined as if 
she were single; H. B. No. 338, abolishing 
the discrimination between men and 
women in the administration of estates, 
now expressed in our law by the language 


(Sec. 6236, Rev. Laws of Oklahoma, 1910) : 


“Of all persons claiming and equally en- 
titled to administer, males must be pre- 
ferred to females”; H. B. No. 340, altering 
the present section (2098, Rev. Laws, 
1910) so as to make the presence of the 
husband no defense to the commission of 
a crime by a married woman; H. B. No. 
341, providing that husband and wife 
shall be joint heads of the family in place 
of the present law, which declares, “The 
husband is the head of the family. He 
may choose any reasonable place or mode 
of living and the wife must conform there- 
to”; H. B. No. 243, providing that an ille- 
gitimate child, whose father is known, 
shall have the rights of a child born in 
wedlock, and shall inherit from its father, 
abolishing the present requirement (Sec. 
8420, Rev. Laws, 1910) that in order to 
permit such inheritance the father must 
acknowledge himself in writing to be the 
father of the child; H. B. No. 339, stating, 
“Women shall have the same rights, privi- 
leges and immunities under the laws of 


133 


What We Think In Germany 


one way of protecting women; that is to 
give them every possibility of protecting 
themselves. This means they must not be 
excluded by so-called “protective” legisla- 
tion from any opportunity of earning 
money. Let them choose themselves how 
they want to earn their living and how 
best they can do it; let them judge quite 
by themselves of their capacity and how 
to apply and economize it. The so-called 
“protective” laws applying to women but 
not to men are merely restrictive laws for 
women, and are unworthy of liberated and 
self-conscious citizens of any free land. 

This is the point of view, I think, of all 
the progressive women leaders in Ger- 
many. There are many women who take 
the opposite point of view, but they are 
principally the conservative women who 
formerly opposed equal suffrage and are 
now opposing equality in industry. 


this state as mon“; H. B. No. 342, substi- 
tuting for the provision of Sec. 6530, Rev. 
Laws, 1910, that the father shall be pre- 
ferred to the mother as guardian of the 
minor children, one making the parents 
joint guardians of such children, and de- 
claring the only consideration in the ap- 
pointment of a legal guardian one of fit- 
ness for the task, and House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 10, making women eligible 
for jury service. It may be remarked in 
passing that this last proposed change in 
the law apparently shocked masculine 
sensibilities more than any other, and we 
were not able even to get a favorable com- 
mittee report upon it. 


Several of the bills which have been out- 
lined above were reported out of the com- 
mittee to which they were referred with 
favorable recommendation, and passed 
the lower branch of the legislature. How- 
ever, the time for adjournment was near 
at hand when they went to the Senate, and 
quite suddenly they were killed without 
report or discussion in order to permit 
our lawmakers to go home—“butchered to 
make a Roman holiday.” 


This was our experience in Oklahoma, 
and there is no reason to expect a differ- 
ent one in most of our state legislatures 
until women play a much larger part in 
politics than they do at present or are 
likely to in the near future. 


It is hard to understand why a simple 
and clear provision, written into the Fed- 
eral constitution, and guaranteeing the 
civil rights of women in much the same 
manner that the Fourteenth Amendment, 
supplementary to the Thirteenth, guaran- 
teed the civil rights of the newly emanci- 
pated negroes, should be difficult of pas- 
sage or productive of any considerable 
opposition. 
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Equal Rights In India 


the subject is the problem of the sex- 


| OOKED at from a broad standpoint, 
bar, i. e., the removal of the disabili- 


ties of sex. Most of us are only too fa- 


miliar with the problems of the colour-bar, 
and our politicians have to cross the seas, 
and go a-begging to the doors of a Duke 


of Devonshire or General Smuts in order 


to redress the grievances of Indians 
abroad. But the solution of the problem 
of the sex-bar lies in our own hands. 
Here in our homes we can either make or 
mar the destiny of our Motherland. 


Are The Gods Pleased? 


Woman in Hindu society has almost 
always occupied a place of honour. The 
names of our gods and goddesses indicate 
this. * * * Even old Manu says that 
where women are honoured, there the gods 
are pleased. But do you think that our 
gods are pleased with us? Can we an- 
swer in the affirmative so long as we have 
in our midst things like the Dowry evil 
and the resultant Snehalatha martyrdoms, 
child mothers, virgin widows, minor girls 
dedicated ostensibly to temples, but vir- 
tually to a life of shame? 

Everyone is now muttering the sacred 
mantra of freedom, but is freedom to be 
confined to our political aspirations only, 
and not to embrace the other spheres of 
life? Just imagine for a moment the ad- 
vent of a female Gandhi, and the starting 
of a movement of non-co-operation by 
women against every man-made “Satanic” 
wrong of Indian womanhood. Such a 
contingency is not altogether fanciful in 
these stirring times. Is it not, then, high 
time we give up these negations of free- 
dom and have an adequate idea of all the 
implications of freedom? Freedom is the 
birthright of every man, woman and child. 
We are all born free as children of God. 
Freedom does not mean license. No 
doubt, in many cases, the granting of 
freedom is full of inconveniences, but be 
it remembered that for all the inconveni- 
ences of freedom, freedom itself is often 


the eure. 


The Removal Of The Sex-Bar 

Let it be carefully borne in mind that 
by “equal opportunities” it is not meant 
that every girl or woman should be con- 
verted into a lawyer or legislator, or Jus- 
tice of Peace, and thus allowed to be- 
come man’s rivals in every walk of life. 
All that is meant is that a girl, as a girl, 
should not have any disability on the score 
of sex. Let us glance at our golden past, 
and what do we find? The Gargis and 
Maitreyis, the Ahalyabais and Mirabais 
are the shining lights that show that, in 
ancient India, women were the comrades 
of man in times of peace and even in war. 
As the Indian Sappho, Mrs. Sarojini, 
said, the present day women are “unlit 


“Should Boys And Girls Have 
Equal Opportunities?” 
By N. Lakshmanan 
Reprinted From March Number Of Stri-Dharma 
The Hindu Feminist Magazine 


lamps of India,” and there is the great 
and sacred task of freely giving them the 
torch of learning. Woman in India has 
been the presiding deity of the household, 
and her role in this important sphere is 


What Women Are Thinking 
Ida Clyde Clarke 
In June Pictorial Review 


r 4 E thing for women to worry 
about is not man’s attitude— 
for the walls of prejudice are 

slowly giving way. Their big task is to 

change woman’s attitude. Of the twenty- 
five million women citizens in the United 

States only a few million have demon- 

strated the slightest interest in their 

obligations as citizens. 

“It is true that we must help to free 
men from the centuries of wrong think- 
ing regarding the rights and responsibili- 
ties of women; but what is even more 
important, we must free women from the 
results of this wrong thinking. 

“Man is slowly coming to his senses. 
We can afford to let him alone for a 
while. His heart is well disposed. Most 
of his ‘injustices’ to us are rooted in his 
ideas of protection. He really means 
well toward us. Our danger now is from 
the millions of sleeping beauties of our 
own sex. We must wake them up.” 


quite unrivaled in the history of the 
world. 


Freedom, The Life-Breath Of Education 
In these spacious days our girls should 


be trained to become not the pets and play- 


things of boys, but their comrades and co- 
partners in life. The girl-guides move- 
ment is to be welcomed as much as the 
boy-scouts movement. The girls are not 
to become mere domestic drudges, mere 
“child-bearing machines.” In addition to 
their rightful duties of the home and fam- 
ily, the girls should be trained to con- 
tribute something of their time and talent 
to the services of the motherland and hu- 
manity. Remember, the hand that rocks 
the cradle rules the world. The educa- 


tional facilities now given for the full de- 


velopment of the physical, mental and 
moral faculties of our boys are equally 
necessary for the girls, because there is no 
sex in knowledge. 

In India, as elsewhere, the ancient cen- 
tres of education were also great religious 


Equal Rights 


centres. Unlike the Anglican clergy, In- 
dians have no theological prejudice 
against women preachers. In all ages 
women have been freely welcomed as lec- 
turers and preachers. whenever they were 
qualified to speak and teach. Socrates 
maintained that women must be educated 
just like men. A member of the English 
Education Commission known, as the 
Taunton Commission of 1864 rightly said 
that we must set as great a value on evi- 
dences of intellectual power when they 
are put forth by a girl as by a boy, and 
that we must realize that the true measure 
of a woman’s right to knowledge is her 
capacity for receiving it, and not any the- 
ories of ours, as to what she is fit for, or 
what use she is likely to make of it. * * * 


Fallacies Of Functional Education 

There is much foolish talk about the 
mental differences between boys and girls. 
Well, are there not mental differences be- 
tween boys and boys themselves? To 
break down the Chinese wall of illiteracy 
among girls and boys we require any num- 
ber of teachers and doctors among our 
men and women. For becoming teachers 
or doctors, women should go through the 
Same courses of study as men. Through- 
out nature, the male and the female feed 
on the same kind of food, and this does 
not seem to tell injuriously on their ca- 
pacity to discharge their respective func- 
tions. So, it is “totally illogical to pro- 
pose a differentiation of courses of study 
when no such differentation has been 
found needed in the food which sustains 
the physical and functional differences 
between the sexes.” Why, then, make 
much of the sex-bar? 


Woman’s Cause Is Man’s 

The secret of the various attempts to 
import the sex-bar in education is not far 
to seek. The fact is that many of our in- 
telligentsia, who have reduced the passing 
of examinations to a fine art, are yet in 
secret sympathy with the medieval Hindu 
scholastics who bracketed “Women and 
Sudras” together in a single category of 
sinful origin, unfitting them for higher 
culture. The so-called Sudras have al- 
ready raised their standard of revolt. The 
woman’s revolt is only a question of time— 
if the intelligentsia are not alive to the 
iniquities of a functional or domestic view 
of education. But, fortunately, the view 
of the medieval Hindu scholastics is not 
the typical thought of India. Realize the 
significance of the fact that Sri Rama- 
krishana Paramahamsa himself received 
spiritual initiation from a woman. It is 
only the part of wisdom to afford equal 
educational facilities for our girls and 
boys to make them realise that, 


Te woman’s cause is man’s: they rise or sink 


Together, dwarf'd or godlike, bound or free., 


June 7, 1924 


journed, and the Equal Rights cam- 

paign conducted by the Maryland 
branch of the Woman’s Party has resulted 
in the passage of three Equal Rights 
measures by the legislature. They are as 
follows: 


An Act declaring unlawful discrimina- 
tions based on sex in the appointment, as- 
signment, pay, promotion, dismissal and 
all other matters pertaining to the employ- 
ment of teachers in the public schools of 
the State, the City of Baltimore and the 
various counties and municipal corpora- 
tions of Maryland. 

An Act repealing the provision that 
$1300 per year is the maximum salary pay- 
able to policewomen in Baltimore, and 
providing that policewomen shall be paid 
the same as policemen for like services. 


Rhode Island 


HE Providence Tribune of May 21st 

contains an account of the activities 
of the Providence Branch of the Woman’s 
Party. The report states: 


“The stand of the two major parties 
on Equal Rights for women was the 
theme of a meeting of the Providence 
Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party, held last evening in the Crown 
Hotel. Mrs. Ray Cox Flint addressed 
the gathering on The Woman's 
Plank in the Republican Platform,’ 
and Mrs. Susan Sharp Adams dis- 
cussed ‘The Prospects of an Equal 
Rights Plank in the Democratic Plat- 
form.“ Mrs. Emma Tucker Kenyon 
presided at the meeting.” 


Colorado 


MEETING has been arranged in 
Colorado Springs for Maud Young- 
er, congressional chairman of the 
Woman’s Party. The Colorado Springs 
Gazette of May 11th comments: 


“Miss Maud Younger will speak in 
the Little Theatre city auditorium, 
Sunday, June Ist. Her subject will 
be ‘The Equal Rights Amendment in 
Congress.’ There will be discussion 
and debate on the open forum plan. 

“Miss Younger is national legis- 
lative chairman of the Woman’s 
Party and comes from Washington 
with the latest information regard- 
ing the political situation, with 
reference to the status of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

“The committee on arrangements 
is composed of Mesdames Thomas 
Ross Newbold, chairman; William I. 
Howbert, Bertha M. Thompson, Ma- 
bel H. Phillips and Ada E. Bell.” 


California 
A A ISS YOUNGER spent the past few 
weeks in California, where a num- 


ber of meetings and luncheons were ar- 


Victories In Maryland 


T HE Maryland legislature has ad- 


An Act providing that a grandmother 
shall inherit equally with a grandfather. 


The Maryland campaign was directed by 
Mrs. Edith Houghton Hooker, chairman 
of the Maryland branch of the Woman’s 
Party, and Mrs. Dora Ogle, state legisla- 
tive chairman. 

The women teachers of the state mani- 
fested great interest in the Teachers’ Bill, 
and were on hand to lend assistance at 
every step of the strenuous struggle which 
culminated in the passage of this measure. 

Twenty-six Equal Rights bills were in- 
troduced in the Legislature this session 
at the instigation of the Woman's Party. 
Ten of these passed the Lower House 
of the Legislature. When they came up 
for consideration in the Senate, eight were 


the Field 
In the Fie 
ranged for her by the members of the 
California Branch. On Thursday, May 
15th, a tea was given in her honor at the 


Fairmont Hotel, with Mrs. Genevieve 
Allen as Chairman of Arrangements. 


Washington 

ABEL VERNON, executive secre- 
tary of the Woman’s Party, who 
has been in Washington State for the 
past few weeks, has been speaking at 
many meetings arranged for her. 

After securing the endorsement of the 
convention of the Woman’s Legislative 
Council in behalf of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Miss Vernon went to Seat- 
tle, where she secured the support of the 
Laundry Workers’ Local No. 24, the 
members of which not only endorsed the 
Equal Rights Amendment, but tele- 
graphed the Washington Congressmen 
asking them to support it. Other unions 
in Seattle which have endorsed the 
Amendment are the Lady Barbers, Local 
No. 1; the Auto Mechanics’ Union, the 
Milk Wagon Drivers and Dairy Workers, 
Local No. 66, one of the largest and most 
influential unions in Seattle, and the 
Barbers, Local No. 195. 

On May ſth she spoke before the 
Seattle Central Labor Council, where 
a great deal of interest and enthusiasm 
in behalf of the Amendment was shown. 
The matter of the endorsement of the 
Equal Rights Amendment was referred 
to the Legislative Committee, who made 
the following report to the Council: 


“The Legislative Committee recom- 
mends that the executive secretary of 
the Council wire Secretary Morrison 
to ascertain what, if any, official ac- 
tion has been taken by the A. F. of L. 
regarding the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment; and, providing the reply indi- 


referred to the Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee and this committee reported out only 
one of the eight—that is, the bill regarding 
inheritance. The chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee was Senator Frick, 
long since famous for his trips to West 
Virginia and Tennessee to attempt to de- 
feat woman suffrage. 

Among the measures defeated was a 
bill giving the father and mother equal 
rights with respect to their children and 


_ repealing the old British statute which 


permits the father to will away the cus- 
tody of a child from the mother; a bill 
giving a married woman the right to 
recover all damages for a wrongful injury 
to herself, and a bill giving women Equal 
Rights with men to serve as administra- 
tors and executors. 


cates no adverse action has been 
taken, that the Council’s Secretary 
then wire Senators and Representa- 
tives from the State of Washington, 


urging their support for the meas- 
ure.” 


An article in the Seattle Union-Record 
concerning this states: 


“Acting under the instructions of 
the American Federation of Labor 
the Central Labor Council Wednes- 
day evening failed to endorse the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Con- 
stitution proposed by the National 
Woman’s Party. 

“The Legislative Committee recom- 
mended that the council ask the 
State’s congressional delegation to 
work in behalf of the amendment, fol- 
lowing the eloquent plea of Miss Ma- 
bel Vernon, if—and the ‘if’ killed the 
recommendation. The proviso was 
that such action should not be taken 
if the A. F. of L. were opposed. 

“A motion for indefinite postpone- 
ment of the question carried. Imme- 
diately after Hope Lodge of the Ma- 
chinists, Auto Mechanics’ Local 289 
and Laundry Workers’ Local 24 re- 
ported that they had endorsed the 
proposed amendment. 

“*We are glad to be in the lead in 
this matter,’ declared R. Loewe of 
Hope Lodge. ‘We have sent tele- 
grams urging our congressmen to 
pass the amendment.’ ” 


Belgian Art Embroidered Garments and 
Children’s Frocks 


Unusual Gifts 
MRS. E. GILLESPIE 


1315 Connecticut Avenue Northwest 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


La Zelle—Hats 
1417 U Street 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 
Specializing in Remodeling and Copying 
Hats Out of the Ordinary 
Gowns Remodeled 
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From The Press 


When Women Are ((ob are here- 


Called On The by summoned, 
Jury to be and appear 
Christian Science before the District 
mornin 
April 18. y g 


found fifty women 
at the courthouse in 
a small American town, talking together 
in groups, those who had served during 
the previous term giving the others infor- 
mation. At 9.30 came the call ‘All jurors 
will pass into Room B.“ A talk from the 
presiding judge, with instructions as to 
what was expected of them, introduced 
them to the new duty of women. 

“The first thing accomplished by 
women jurors in that district was econ- 
omy. After retiring to consider a case, 
they tarried not for oratory, for card 
games, or for eating at the expense of the 
county, but they worked in every case to 
return a verdict as soon as consistent with 
conscientious deliberation. 

“Did some one say that women would 
be too sentimental for jury work? There 
was a case on which nine women and three 
men stayed out forty-three hours, al- 
though some of them had thought it would 
take only long enough to write one ballot 
and have the foreman sign his name. That 
was a case of pure sentiment, and it came 
not from the feminine element, but from 
two of the men who would not vote 
‘guilty.’ They agreed that the story told 
by the defendant was ‘fishy.’ ‘Yes,’ said 
one of them, shaking his finger at the rest, 
‘but you women will walk through that 
corridor and see that lad sitting there 
waiting to hear what you will say, and 
then you come back here and register a 
vote that will send him to prison, and you 
have boys of your own.’ ‘Yes, said a 
mother, ‘I want my boys protected. And 
my vote will not send him to prison; his 
own act does that.’ 7 

“Then came the last case on the calen- 
dar. It turned out that ten of them were 
very stubborn. As dark came on some of 
them hoped that a free dinner might help 
the two wise men to come over to the 
‘wrong side,’ but no, it was Friday, and 
they elected to spend the night. As the 
women were going to bed, they agreed to 
be back early in the jury room, ask for 
a ballot, and get home soon as possible. 
Twenty-four hours would then be passed, 
when a verdict of ten to two would be ac- 
cepted in a civil case. 

“They were there before 8 o’clock, and 
when the vote was called for one man re- 
marked, ‘Look here, don’t you know we 
can hold you up? I am not going to vote 
until I have had my breakfast. If you 


stay awhile and deliberate, after we eat, 


we can have a day’s pay; if you go now we 
shall each lose $4.’ 


Dr. C. 8. Ludlow. D. C 


But that was not woman's way. The 
bailiff was asked to consult the judge by 
telephone. The judge was in the court- 
room in fifteen minutes, the verdict was 
delivered and those jury women had Sat- 
urday morning breakfast at home.” 


HE goal of 
equal citizen- 
ship is not sex an- 
tagonism; it is the 
opposite. 

„Equal Citizenship’ means some day a 
world where men and women, hand in 
hand, carve their mutual destinies, and 
together direct the life of society.” 


Equal Citizenship ( 
Dawn (Australia), 
March 14. 


Contrasts 6 F OR those who 
New York World, contrasts 
May 11. th ere 8 Tammany 


welcoming women 
into its highest 
councils on the same day a general church 
conference wrangled heatedly over per- 
mitting them to preach the Gospel.” 


Two Million Dollar Fund 
Treasurer’s Report 


EDITH AINGE: Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: Auditor: C. P. A. 


ECEIPTS of National Headquarters, 
December 7, 1912, to May 22, 1924, 
$1,254,949.90. 

Contributions, membership receipts and 
other receipts of National Headquarters, 
May 22nd, 1924, to May 28th, 1924. (Half 
of membership fees are retained by the 
State Headquarters. The half of these 
fees sent to National Headquarters are 
listed below.) 


Miss Nathalie Rossin, N. Y 
Miss Anita Pollitzer, S. C 
Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, N. Y 
Miss Emma Skrivanek, D. C 
Mrs. Mildred B. Davis, D. C 
Per New York Committee : 
Miss Mary Aaron 
Mrs. A. F. Rodrigues 
Mrs. Lillian Moran rr 
Mrs. Katherine M. Beck 
Miss Martha Tucker 
Per Michigan Branch: 
Mrs. Gertrude Pelletier 
Mrs. Phoebe 
Mrs. Albert Groh . 
Miss Lotta B. Broadbridge 1 
Mrs. Lenora L. Emery 
Mrs. Florence B. Zeigler 
Mrs. J. B. Jones 
Mrs. Mary K. Macarty, D. Cc 
Miss Stella F. —— Mass 
Miss Emma Wold, D. 
Mrs. Arthur Kellam, 1 M.. 
Miss Lois Farseman, D. C 
Mrs. Elisabeth Kuyper, N. 1 n 
Miss Marguerite Gobat, Switzerland i 
Miss Helen B. Smith, D. 
Miss Ethel Marshall, Md. 
Mrs. M. L. Shaden, Mo 
Mrs. Abbie M. Gill, Pa 
Miss Jessie Henderson, N. Y 
Mrs. J. M. P. Dulles, Pa 
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Per Virginia Branch: 
Mrs. S. M. Taylor 
Mrs. Lillie Leigh * 

Mrs. Benjamin Lovenstein 3 

Per New Jersey Branch: 


Mrs. Elisabeth N. Vrooman 5 
Miss Helen Porterfield, N. 2 50 
Miss Cornelia H. Hill, D. 1 
Rent of rooms at 42 115 

Total receipts, May 22, 1924, to May 29, 

1924 $779.00 
Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to May 
29, 1924 31.255, 728.90 


WHITE, Inc. 


Florist 


8. E comer 14th and I Streets M W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Telephones: 


Main 6953 . Franklin 9369 


The Right Blouse for the Tailleur 


If a tailored suit is to hit the mark of smartness 

it must have as comrades a number of clever 

Blouses. A visit to our Blouse Section will 

show many models made to chum with the 
boyish suit. 


ERLEBACHER 
Exclusively Different 


Twelve-Ten Twelve- Twelve F Street 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 


HOTEL DU PONT 
Ideal Accomodations for Automobilists 


Convenient Garages 
Excellent Cuisine 


HARRY J. HARKINS, Manager 
Wilmington Delaware 
Telephone 3140 


Telephone Main 7478 
MIME-O-FORM SERVICE 


MULTIGRAPHING, MIMBOGRAPHING 
TYPEWRITING, MAILING 


Special Ruled Blanks B. 
j KLEIN’S 


be Woman's Shop on Capitol Hill. 
128-130 3rd St. S. E. 
Washington, D. C. 


Hats— Blouses—Lingerie—F rocks 


Back Numbers Wanted of Equal Rights 
25 cents each will be paid for all copies of issues 
Nos. 1 and 4, Vol. 1, of EQUAL RIGHTS. 
Send to 19 W. Chase Street, Baltimore, Md. 


The office would also like the follo i 
of Equal Rights for 19238 — pd 


Feb. 17 and 24— Mar. 3, 10 and 17—Nov. 24 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


int 
ome AND LOMBARD STREETS 
Entrance on Balderston Street 
BALTIMORE 
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